Hurricane Preparedness Tips

To help protect your home or business from the force of hurricane winds, board
up doors and windows with plywood or install storm shutters. Keep in mind that
winds are stronger at higher elevations, such as high-rise apartments or condos.

Bring in outdoor objects that could become deadly missiles, such as patio
furniture, hanging plants, trash cans, gardening tools and barbecues.

If your home is vulnerable to rising water, move furniture and valuables to a
higher level.

Before evacuating, cut off your electricity and turn off the gas. Downed electrical
wires and broken gas pipes can be deadly and cause serious property damage.
Make a final walk-through inspection of your home before leaving.

Moor boats securely or move them to designated safe areas well in advance of
hurricanes. Do not try to tow a trailer or boat in high winds. It can be very
hazardous.

Assemble a family emergency supplies kit and have it ready to go at a moment’s
notice. It should contain the following items: radio and flashlight with extra
batteries, extra eye glasses, medications and prescriptions, special products for
babies and the elderly, bottled water, non-perishable food, clothes, bedding and
important documents sealed in waterproof containers.

When officials recommend evacuation, leave. Do not try to ride out a hurricane in a
high-risk area. Seek shelter inland with family or friends, at a hotel or designated
shelter. Notify relatives and friends of your plans, and confirm hotel reservations.

Find out where shelters are located along your route in case clogged roads
prevent you from reaching your destination.
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